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THE BODY: WRITING A COUNTERCLAIM 
REBUTTAL PARAGRAPH
EXAMPLE REBUTTAL (198 words; 9 sentences)

       Some say that students should be allowed to have their cell 

phones for emergency purposes.  Peter Brosnan, author of “Smart 

Phones, Smart Kids” says, “...many parents and students rely on 

cell phones to keep in touch in case plans change after school.” It is 

true that cell phones are useful for staying in touch, but students 

can communicate with their parents in many other non-

disruptive ways. Today’s schools are equipped with computers and 

internet access, so a student can send an email or a text message 

through many different websites, including the cell phone 

provider’s website (Aune 1). If internet access is a problem, every 

school is equipped with a phone and will allow students to call in 

emergencies. Some schools even send out alerts automatically to 

parents. “If our game is cancelled due to weather or anything else 

changes in our schedule, our administration sends a notice to all 

parents immediately. Oftentimes they find out before the 

students,” Erie athletic director Brian Howell says. Parents and 

students have survived without being able to communicate 

through cell phones for over a hundred years and they will 

continue to survive without the use of them in the classroom. 
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THE BODY: WRITING A COUNTERCLAIM 
REBUTTAL PARAGRAPH
EXAMPLE REBUTTAL (198 words; 9 sentences)

       Some say that students should be allowed to have their cell 

phones for emergency purposes.  Peter Brosnan, author of “Smart 

Phones, Smart Kids” says, “...many parents and students rely on 

cell phones to keep in touch in case plans change after school.” It is 

true that cell phones are useful for staying in touch, but students 

can communicate with their parents in many other non-

disruptive ways. Today’s schools are equipped with computers and 

internet access, so a student can send an email or a text message 

through many different websites, including the cell phone 

provider’s website (Aune 1). If internet access is a problem, every 

school is equipped with a phone and will allow students to call in 

emergencies. Some schools even send out alerts automatically to 

parents. “If our game is cancelled due to weather or anything else 

changes in our schedule, our administration sends a notice to all 

parents immediately. Oftentimes they find out before the 

students,” Erie athletic director Brian Howell says. Parents and 

students have survived without being able to communicate 

through cell phones for over a hundred years and they will 

continue to survive without the use of them in the classroom.  

COUNTERCLAIM is 
ACKNOWLEDGED 
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THE BODY: WRITING A COUNTERCLAIM 
REBUTTAL PARAGRAPH
EXAMPLE REBUTTAL (198 words; 9 sentences)

       Some say that students should be allowed to have their cell 

phones for emergency purposes.  Peter Brosnan, author of “Smart 

Phones, Smart Kids” says, “...many parents and students rely on 

cell phones to keep in touch in case plans change after school.” It is 

true that cell phones are useful for staying in touch, but students 

can communicate with their parents in many other non-

disruptive ways. Today’s schools are equipped with computers and 

internet access, so a student can send an email or a text message 

through many different websites, including the cell phone 

provider’s website (Aune 1). If internet access is a problem, every 

school is equipped with a phone and will allow students to call in 

emergencies. Some schools even send out alerts automatically to 

parents. “If our game is cancelled due to weather or anything else 

changes in our schedule, our administration sends a notice to all 

parents immediately. Oftentimes they find out before the 

students,” Erie athletic director Brian Howell says. Parents and 

students have survived without being able to communicate 

through cell phones for over a hundred years and they will 

continue to survive without the use of them at school. 

COUNTERCLAIM is REBUTTED...

...and EXPLAINED using 
EVIDENCE

Use 
transition 
words (like 
“but”) to 

indicate you 
are about 
to prove 

their point 
WRONG. 
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THE BODY: WRITING A COUNTERCLAIM 
REBUTTAL PARAGRAPH
EXAMPLE REBUTTAL (198 words; 9 sentences)

       Some say that students should be allowed to have their cell 

phones for emergency purposes.  Peter Brosnan, author of “Smart 

Phones, Smart Kids” says, “...many parents and students rely on 

cell phones to keep in touch in case plans change after school.” It is 

true that cell phones are useful for staying in touch, but students 

can communicate with their parents in many other non-

disruptive ways. Today’s schools are equipped with computers and 

internet access, so a student can send an email or a text message 

through many different websites, including the cell phone 

provider’s website (Aune 1). If internet access is a problem, every 

school is equipped with a phone and will allow students to call in 

emergencies. Some schools even send out alerts automatically to 

parents. “If our game is cancelled due to weather or anything else 

changes in our schedule, our administration sends a notice to all 

parents immediately. Oftentimes they find out before the 

students,” Erie athletic director Brian Howell says. Parents and 

students have survived without being able to communicate 

through cell phones for over a hundred years and they will 

continue to survive without the use of them in the classroom. 

End the paragraph with a 
statement that proves your logic 

over your opposition’s logic.

Copyright © 2014, Tracee Orman




