Name

Ambush

By:  Tim O’Brien

Questions for Thought

Directions:  Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Be sure to proofread your answers and be prepared to share.

1. What is the setting of the story?




2. What difficult question does the narrator’s daughter ask him?





3. The narrator decides to lie and tell his daughter the truth when she is older.  Why do you suppose that is?







4. What is a flashback?  What phrase in the beginning indicates that there is a flashback?





5. After the flashback, the entire setting changes.  What is the new setting?  Describe what it is like.







6. Describe what the Vietnamese soldier is wearing.





7. How does the narrator feel about the Vietnamese soldier?





8. How did the narrator feel right after he threw the grenade?  What does this suggest about his character?







9. What is the climax of the story?





10. The story ends in the present day.  What phrase indicates that the flashback has ended?





11. What do you think is the theme of this story?





Literary Focus
Directions:  Answer the following questions about the following literary terms.

1. Why do you think Tim O’Brien decides to use a flashback to explain the events in the story “Ambush?”





2. O’Brien uses vivid imagery to describe the setting.  What are some examples of imagery from the story?





Critical Thinking
Directions:  The narrator believes that it is best to tell a lie to his young daughter and to wait until she is older to tell her the truth.  Do you agree or disagree with his decision?  How do you think the daughter might react after discovering the truth when she is older?
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