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Her hair had a greenish tint, and her horse had claws. Still, the 

minister felt there was no harm in her. 

he Reverend Matthew Pente
cost, aged seventy, had a regular 
monthly habit. On his way to 
· conduct Evensong 1 in the tiny

church of St.-Anthony-under-the-Downs, he 
invariably parked his aged Rover for ten min
utes by the side of a small patch of woodland 
about ten minutes' drive from the church. 

Services at St. Anthony's took place only 
once a month; for the rest of the time the 
isolated building with its Saxon stonework, 
Douai font,2 willful hand organ, and two 
massive yew trees, drowsed undisturbed, 
save by casual tourists who occasionally wan
dered in, looked around, dropped a ten
pence piece3 into the box that begged help for 
the fabric of the roof, and inspected the small 
overgrown churchyard with its nineteen 
graves. 

At the monthly services the congregation 
seldom exceeded half a dozen, and in wet 

weather or snow Mr. Pentecost and Miss 
Sedom, who played the organ, had the place 
to themselves. St. Anthony's lay three quar
ters of a mile from any house; the mild slopes 
of the Berkshire downs enfolded it as some
times after a falling tide a cup of sand will 
hold a single pebble. 

One of the rector's favorite views was that 
of the church's swaybacked stone roof, 
bracketed between its two majestic dark yew 
trees, with the leisurely gray�green of the hill
sides beyond. This was one reason for his 

Aiken (a'k,m). 

l. Evensong, vespers; an evening prayer, hymn, or service.
2. Saxon stonework, Douai font, the Saxons ruled
England in A.D. 400s and 500s. Douai (du'a), a town in
northern France, was a prosperous trading center in the
Middle Ages. This description suggests the age and the
history of the chapel.

3. ien-pence piece, a British coin.
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