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The Scholarship Jacket
By:  Marta Salinas 
Questions for Thought

Directions:  Answer the following questions in complete sentences. Be sure to proofread your answers and be prepared to share. You may use sentence starters if provided.
1. Describe how the narrator grew up. How do you suppose this affected her character? How might this impact her desire to earn the scholarship jacket?
2. How does the narrator describe herself in the third paragraph? What does this reveal about her character? Use evidence from the text to support your response.
3. What are Martha’s teachers arguing about? How do you suppose this makes Martha feel? How would you feel if you were in her situation?
4. Why do you suppose the principal is unhappy when he is telling Martha about the new Board policy? What might the reader infer?
5. What is ironic about the new Board policy? Specifically, why is it ironic that the winner must pay for the jacket?
6. What significant question does Grandpa ask the narrator? What are the multiple meanings behind this question?
7. What are some possible reasons for why the principal makes an exception? Support your response with reasoning from the text. 
Literary Focus

Directions:  Answer the questions about the following literary terms.

1. What is the conflict? What are some of the key conflicts that drive the story?
2. What are some ways the author uses characterization to let the reader “get to know” the narrator?
a. What does Martha look like?

b. What does Marta SAY that reveals her character? 

c. What does Martha DO that reveals her character?

d. What does Martha THINK or FEEL that reveals her character?

e. How do others react to Martha? What does that reveal about her character? 

Critical Thinking

Prompt:  Martha’s Grandpa says that if you pay for it, it’s not a scholarship jacket. What do you suppose he means by this? Suppose Martha was not given the scholarship jacket. Would that mean that she “lost?” Why or why not? 
